CHAPTEE XII.
FINE   CUT   SHEET  AND  AETICLES  MADE   THEREFBOM.
THE manufacture of cut sheet rubber is a special branch
of the rubber industry, and is confined to two or three firms
only. Besides the employment of considerable capital and
expensive machinery, there are technical difficulties involved
which necessitate expert knowledge on the part of either
master or man. At one time the two large Manchester
firms supplied the world's needs in this article, but at the
present time besides the Leyland and Birmingham Eubber
Company, which has taken up the branch, it is now made
in France, Belgium, Germany, and Italy, and in a small way
by two firms in America. Although for many years made
only from the best Para rubber, second and third quality
sheet is now on the market, the movement in this direction
having been initiated by Germany some fifteen years ago.
Seligmann in his book puts on record with what surprise
Henritjues found a quantity of oil substitute when analyzing
a sample of German cut sheet. Where such sheet containing
oil substitute is honestly sold for second or third quality
there does not seem anything to be urged against it, except
where it is used for certain classes of domestic and surgical
goods. That many of such goods have shown a deteriora-
tion in quality in recent years is a fact of which there is
abundant medical testimony, and it would be to the interests
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